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INDICATIONS OF CHINESE COMMUNIST PREPARATIONS 

for imernmtonai maritime trade 
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Information available as of September 195 8 tends to substantiate 
reports that Ccmmniat China is laying the groundwork for the entry of its 
merchant fleet in international trade. This conclusion is based principally 
upon two developments — the creation of a new- merchant shipping organization 
referred to as the Ocean Transport Bureau, an organization which has 
ma ni fested interest in both a maritime training program and the domestic 
construction of ocean-going vessels, said secondly,, evidence of the recruitment 
of special Chinese crews for international voyages. 

The Ocean Transport Bureau, is 25X1 D1 a 

subordinate to the Ministry of Communications, with the main office at Peking 
and a local office at Canton. The Chinese terminology used to express the 
idea “ocean” is such that it can be stated definitely that something other 
than domestic water transport is intended. Since there were, and still are, 
existing organisations which handle foreign ship operations such as 
charterings, harbor entry procedures, etc., it seems logical to assume that 
the Ocean Transport Bureau was established to manage a new phase of China. ' s 
merchant shipping operations . 

The Bureau appears to be conducting a maritime training program and has j 
allied interests in the domestic construction, of 10,000 BWT ocean-going. / 
vessels . \ 

\ 

The domestic ship construction program calls for the completion of five 
10,000 DWT vessels by the end of 1961. The Ocean Transport Bureau is known to \ 
have selected a representative to attend ^^^in^i^Steag|ia^t^dieeuB^^ans \ 
for boilers to be used on these vessels. 25X1 C la 


Evidence of the Bureau’s interest in two other matters can be considered 
as reflection® of plans to enter the CHIC0M merchant fleet in international 
trade : 
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there are W Chinese crew members on VtUWili 

at Chinese ports, considering the evidence in ^; s v ^2f ca^t S ^erSlced. 
that these crew members are to serve on a Chinese vessel cann 

Considering the propaganda aspects if and when China enters international 
trade Tfs felt ChS, her 10,000 OTT domestic construction, 

will be nominated for the first voyage* 
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